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WRIT 201 College Writing II: 
Mind + Brain + Rhetoric 
 
Instructor: Dr. Amy Ratto Parks 
Office: Liberal Arts 212/ ZOOM 
Office Hours: ZOOM 
 Wednesday 3:30-4:30 pm. Zoom link to Wednesday hours. 





“[Rhetoric is] “The study of how people use language and symbols to realize human goals and carry out 
human activities… ultimately a practical study offering people great control over their symbolic activity.”  
Charles Bazerman 
 
“The idea is to write it so that people hear it and it slides through the brain and goes straight to the heart.” 
Maya Angelou 
 
“Neuroscience is a baby science, a mere century old, and our scientific understanding of the brain is 
nowhere near where we'd like it to be. We know more about the moons of Jupiter than what is inside of our 
skulls.” Matt Haig\ 
 
Course Description 
 “When Americans hear the word “rhetoric” they tend to think of politicians’ attempts to deceive them […] 
as though words had no connection to action. […] (Crowly). During the course of this class you will learn 
that exactly the opposite is true: words are action and the more control you have over them, the power they 
can give you. Our study this semester will focus on the way traditional rhetorical concepts are still powerful 
in contemporary American culture; you will have the opportunity to study arguments as a reader and enact 
those practices as a writer.  
 
Further, our class will also emphasize exploration of topics related to the mind and brain. Through lectures, 
discussion, and writing assignments, you will be introduced to introductory neuroscience concepts and 
invited to explore how metacognition, memory, convergent and divergent thinking, and the mind-body 
connection relate to the processes of reading, researching, thinking, and writing.  You will be invited to 
explore the concepts of neuroscience as well as your experiences with your own neurological systems. 
Experiential activities and reflective work will invite you to develop a personal understanding of your 
neurological systems in action.  
 
Much of your work in this class will involve different kinds of collaboration, including small group 
workshops and discussions that will take place in class. Because writing development is an important 
process that takes place over time and across different writing situations, all WRIT 201 classes require 
various stages of drafting and revision. By the end of the semester, you should be able to accurately and 
subtly assess a given rhetorical situation and make effective rhetorical choices based on your assessment in 
order to write a graceful, convincing, beautifully written argument. 
 
Required Course Materials: 
• Everything’s an Argument, around $30, e-book. Link to purchase textbook.  
• We will also access MANY electronic materials through Moodle. At times you may be required to 
print those materials; please budget the printing costs as part of your course costs. 
• Moodle and Zoom access (which you have as a student at UM); video access is ideal, but not 
required 
• Access to something larger than a phone for composing your writing.  
 
*** WRIT 201 Suggestions for Success *** 
The nature of online learning can be quite independent but at times, many students can start to feel lonely 
in their learning.  The nature of writing classes, too, includes a certain amount of open-endedness that can 
also cause students to feel unsure about how to proceed. Therefore, here is my best advice for you in this 
class: 
 
• Be patient, but persevere with the online course.  
• Check your email often. I will help you organize your inbox by always writing “WRIT 201” in the 
subject so that you can easily see that it’s a message from me. 
• Make an effort to connect personally to me and to your peers – especially if you are feeling 
irritated or frustrated or overwhelmed with the work. 
• Keep a calendar of due dates for this class somewhere visible to you in your physical life so that 
you can see it without turning on a device. 
• Print the syllabus and major assignment sheets if you can for repeated reference.  
• Read the assignment sheets many times as you work through a major assignment.  
• Meet your deadlines and stay on pace with each unit.  
• Single-task your work; multi-tasking is a myth.  
• Take notes on the readings and aim to connect them to the major assignments. 
• Reach out to me if you don’t understand the purpose of an assignment; I will always try to make it 
clear, but sometimes there might be gaps! I never want you to be doing work that feels purpose-
less.  
• Ask thoughtful questions as often as you have them and never hesitate to ask the same question 
more than once.  
 
WRIT 201 is an Intermediate Writing courses. Its university learning outcomes include:  
• Use writing to learn and synthesize new concepts 
• Formulate and express opinions and ideas in writing 
• Compose written documents that are appropriate for a given audience or purpose 
• Revise written work based on constructive feedback 
• Find, evaluate, and use information effectively 
• Begin to use discipline-specific writing conventions 
• Demonstrate appropriate English language usage 
 
 
WRIT 201 Required Elements 
I encourage you to talk with me at any time to better understand my comments or to discuss your overall 
progress and success in the class.  
 
Course Engagement & Participation: 35% 
Participation includes all work besides major assignment grades as well as office hours and/or small group 
meetings. Overall, participation is graded holistically; please review the attached rubric. 
  
Major Writing Assignments: 65% 
Major assignments: 
o Summary & Analysis + rhetorical story 20% 
o Personal Academic Essay + rhetorical story 20% 
o Arguing to a Specific Audience + rhetorical story 20% 
o Final Critical Reflective Essay 5% 
 
• Revision policy: if these assignments are turned in by the late deadline, they may be revised.  
• You are allowed to revise the first three major papers as many times as you’d like. 
• If you earn a grade lower than a C- on an essay, you are required to revise the work until it 
earns at least a C-. Your highest grade will count toward the final grade.  
• You must earn a C- or better on each major essay by the end of the semester to pass the course. 
(You can revise as many times as you want!) 
• You must earn a C- in this class to be awarded General Education credit toward graduation.  
 
WRIT 201 Grade Outline 
A: Your work is excellent. Although there might be small edits and revisions, this work meets or exceeds 
my expectations for the assignment.  
B: Your work is good. It meets all of the outcomes of the assignment, but could still benefit from more 
subtle attention to language, organization, and/or additional conceptual complexity.  
C: Your work is OK. It shows a basic understanding of the assignment, but there are gaps between your 
conceptual understanding and the written message. It requires focused attention to language, organization, 
and/or additional conceptual complexity. 
D: Your paper isn’t working well yet. It shows an attempt to respond to the assignment, but there are many 
compounding issues with conceptual understanding and written expression that will require extensive 
attention and revision. It could require multiple layers of revision.  
F: Your paper does not respond to the assignment, is missing, and/or is plagiarized. This paper will require 
a conference with me and you should anticipate multiple layers of revision. 
 
Scale used for all grades in this class:  
















Grading Policy: Students enrolled in WRIT 201 are graded by the traditional letter grade A, B, C, D, F 
or are given NC for no credit. The NC grade does not affect grade point average. It is reserved for students 
who have worked unusually hard, attended class regularly and completed all assignments but whose skills 
are not at a passing level at the end of the semester.  
 
Major Assignments 
Expect to write four essays and make major revisions over the course of the semester, in addition to other 
short writing assignments in and out of class. I will give you a detailed assignment sheet as we begin each 
of these major assignments. 
 
You will have the chance to develop all of your major projects through a process of inquiry and drafting. 
All inquiry projects must be completed for you to pass the course. I will respond to these projects with 
written comments focused on suggestions for revision. 
 
Major Dates and Deadlines:  
 Unit #1: Summary and Analysis 
o Workshops 9/11. DUE 9/18. 
 Unit #2: Research & Visual Analysis 
o Workshops TBA. DUE 10/16.  
 Unit #3: Arguing to a Specific Audience 
o Workshops TBA. DUE 11/6. 
 Final Revision Deadline: any time until 11/20 
 Unit #4 Critical Reflection 
o Workshops TBA. DUE 11/25 
 
 
Human Connection (Office hours/small group meetings) 
Although this is an online class, it will be a more fruitful experience if you are able to connect with your 
peers and me. Therefore, each person will need to participate in at least two real-time conversations. I will 
do my best to create a schedule of office hours and small group meetings that accommodates everyone. 
 
Cultural or Ceremonial Leave Policy 
Cultural or ceremonial leave allows excused absences for cultural, religious, and ceremonial purposes to 
meet the student’s customs and traditions or to participate in related activities. To receive an authorized 
absence for a cultural, religious or ceremonial event the student or their advisor (proxy) must submit a 
formal written request to the instructor. This must include a brief description (with inclusive dates) of the 
cultural event or ceremony and the importance of the student’s attendance or participation. Authorization 
for the absence is subject to approval by the instructor. Appeals may be made to the Chair, Dean or 
Provost. The excused absence or leave may not exceed five academic calendar days (not including 
weekends or holidays). Students remain responsible for completion or make-up of assignments as defined 
in the syllabus, at the discretion of the instructor. 
 
Participation. Participation is a demonstrated engagement in the course. It includes coming to class 
prepared and on time, taking part in class discussions, asking questions, contributing your knowledge and 
insights in whatever form is appropriate, and striving to make all your contributions excellent. It also 
includes doing the required reading and writing for each class. Please see Participation Grade Descriptors 
for more information. 
 
Academic Conduct. You must abide by the rules for academic conduct described in the Student 
Conduct Code. If you have any questions about when and how to avoid academic dishonesty, particularly 
plagiarism, please review the Conduct Code and talk with your instructor. The Council of Writing Program 
Administrators describes plagiarism as follows: “plagiarism occurs when a writer deliberately uses 
someone else’s language, ideas or other original (not common-knowledge) material without acknowledging 
its source.” Academic honesty is highly valued in the University community and acts of plagiarism will not 
be tolerated. 
 
Students with Disabilities 
Qualified students with disabilities will receive appropriate accommodations in this course.  Please speak 
with me privately after class or in my office.  Please be prepared to provide a letter from your DSS 
Coordinator. 
 
Participation in University Assessment  
This course requires an electronic submission of an assignment stripped of your personal information to be 
used for educational research and assessment of the writing program.  Your papers will be stored in a 
database. This assessment in no way affects either your grade or your progression at the university. 
  
Participation Grade Descriptors for WRIT 201 
 
A Superior participation shows initiative and excellence in written and verbal work. The student helps to 
create more effective discussions and workshops through his/her verbal, electronic, and written 
contributions. Reading and writing assignments are always completed on time and with attention to detail. 
In workshop or small group meetings, suggestions to group members are tactful, thorough, specific, and 
often provide other student writers with a new perspective or insight. 
 
B Strong participation demonstrates active engagement in written and verbal work. The student plays an 
active role in the classroom but does not always add new insight to the discussion at hand. Reading and 
writing assignments are always completed on time and with attention to detail. In workshop or conferences, 
suggestions to group members are tactful, specific, and helpful. 
 
C Satisfactory participation demonstrates consistent, satisfactory written and verbal work.  Overall, the 
student is prepared for class, completes assigned readings and writings, and contributes to class discussions. 
Reading and writing assignments are completed on time. In workshop or small group meetings, suggestions 
to group members are tactful and prompt, but could benefit from more attentive reading and/or specific 
detail when giving comments. 
 
D Weak participation demonstrates inconsistent written and verbal work. The student may be consistently 
late with work, unprepared for meetings, and may contribute infrequently or unproductively to classroom 
discussions or small group meetings. Reading and writing assignments are not turned in or are insufficient. 
In workshops or small group meetings, suggestions to group members may be missing, disrespectful, or far 
too brief and general to be of help. 
 
F Unacceptable participation shows ineffectual written and verbal work. This student may be disruptive in 
class. Reading and writing assignments are missing or are insufficient. In workshops or small group 
meetings, the student has a pattern of missing, being completely unprepared, or being disruptive. 
 
Plagiarism Policy 
Amy Ratto Parks 
 
If I suspect that something a student has written has been plagiarized, in full or in part, intentionally or 
unintentionally, I take the following actions: 
 
- I alert the student of areas of the text that are suspicious  
- the student receives no credit on the paper, pending failure, and it is up to him/her to prove 
that he/she turned in original work 
- each student is asked to provide me with hard copies of the research she/he used in writing the 
paper 
- if the student cannot provide documentation of her/his research, the student will fail the paper 
 
*these measures are also put into action when a paper is poorly cited. When a student brings his/her 
research to me I use the time to talk with them about citation and make sure that they understand how and 
when to cite in the future. In the case that the student is unable to provide evidence of his/her original work, 
or in the case that I have evidence that the student has intentionally plagiarized his/her work: 
- the student will automatically fail the given assignment 
- the student may fail the course unless, at my discretion, I offer alternative assignments and/or 
conditions 
- I may pursue a plagiarism citation unless, at my discretion, I offer alternative assignments 
and/or conditions 
- the student may receive alternate assignments, etc. to avoid failure. In this instance, all 
conditions must be met. I need to see evidence of excellent work and effort, and work must be 
completed on time. 
- all other previously established conditions in the class (i.e. attendance, participation, 
homework grades, etc.) still stand and can still cause a student to fail the course 
- in the case of blatant or egregious offenses, I will not negotiate against course failure and will 
pursue a University Citation of Plagiarism 
